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Bounty 
not tied 
to King 

i Washington — (UPI) — Two St. 
!rOiiis men had the motive and money 
to offer an alleged $50,000 bounty on 
She life of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr., but the House Select Com- 
shittee on Assassinations has been un- 
able to link them to his slaying, an in- 
vestigator said yesterday. 

The investigator, Edward Evans, 
testified after St. Louis auto dealer 
Russell George Byers declared under 
Oath that he rejected a $50,000 offer to 
either arrange or kill” Dr. King’s 
death. 

Byers, testifying before the commit- 
tee under subpena and a grant of | 
immunity, said he was offered the I 
reward in late 1966 or early 1967 by ! 
John Kauffman, a businessman, and ! 
patent lawyer John Sutherland, both 
how dead. He said Sutherland indicat- 
ed the money would come from “a se- 
cret Southern organization.” 

The committee is investigating the 
possibility that James Earl Ray knew 
of the bounty and set out to collect it 
by killing Dr. King in Memphis, 
Tenn., on April 4, 1968. 



